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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY
B.A. Honours/Programme 1st Semester Examination, 2020, held in 2021

HISHGECOI T/HISGCOROI T -HISTORY (GElIDSCl)

HISTORY OF INDIA FROM EARLIEST TIMES UP TO 300 CE

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 50

Thejigures in the margin indicate marks of question.
Candidates should answer in their own words
and adhere 10 the word limit as practicable.

~ iftIrt?r "$flIT'{ ~f~ ~ ~ <fflfl

~~rsf7rm~~~~
mfitCl5~1

GROUP-A / ~'1t-Cf)

I. Answer any tell questions from the following: (word limit 30) 2x 10 = 20
~~81-~r.n ~ ~~lft'8g (~\!)o)

(a) Mention two 'prashastis' written by court poets and the kings eulogized by them.

~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ I!l<l"~81~1'8l1U(~ ~ I!l~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~

<ruff I

(b) Mention two non-Indian civilizations contemporary to the Harappan Civilization.
~~ro~\!)N ~~p'11~rn<li ~ '5I-\SRl~ ~ ~ ~~ <rurt I

(c) What was the Great Bath of Mohenjodaro?

~@l~-~~~~~~?

(d) What is the historical importance of the two epics, the Rarnayana and the
Mahabharata?
~'1 '8 ~~~1~~I!l~ ~ ~T~:rl" ~N5~f>1<li ~~9ftf ~ ?

(e) What do you mean by the terms 'sabha' and 'sarniti' of the Rig Vedic period?

~<f)t<qM<li ~'iB! '~' I!l~ '~' ~ ~ ~ c<m<m?

(f) How many Jain Tirthankaras were there? Name the last two of them.
~~"®m~?c:xt1f~"®~~~1

(g) Name two republic states of ancient India.
~ ~i"i1C\!)"i1 ~~ -2[-sri\!)m<f) ~mJ"i1~ C<7j~ I

(h) What are the 'Three gems' (Tri Ratna)?

'~'~~?

(i) Who was the author of the 'Arthashastra'? What was its principal theme?
''5I~' ~ C<q)~ ? I!l~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ?

U) What were the functions of Dharrnarnahamatras during the Mauryan Period?

6il<f ~'iB! ~~ ~~~F~Wi~ ~ ~ ~ ?
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(k) Which King convened the Fourth Buddhist Council and why?

~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~, ~ ~'1 ~ <l\(3lNo(ft1"'1 ?
(I) Who was the greatest ruler of the Kushana dynasty? Where was his capital?

t<f\'1~~V'BI ~ ~ ~ ~ ? ~ ~~ C<l\l~ ~ ?
(m) Who was the founder of the Satavahana dynasty?

>tN)<lI~ ~V'BI ~ ~ ?
(n) Who introduced 'Saka' era and when?

~, ~ ~ ~' ~ <l\(3lNoCCi1"'1 ?
(0) Who wrote the Nasik Inscription and why?

~ ~ C~, c<A ~ <l\C~~CCi1"'1 ?

GROUP-B I ~'it-~

Answer any two questions from the following (word limit 250)

Pl~Mm~-~ ~ ~ mOft'8 (l&l"T~hll ~a:o)
5x2 = 10

2. Comment on the religious life of the Harappans.
~~ \5!f~ m~ ~ 'bltcCi11b"'l 1 ~ I

3. Who was Chandragupta Maurya?

~~~~~?

4. Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.
~ ~~ ">t~ I!l<!$ ~f'lp~ ~ ~ I

5. What were the similarities and dissimilarities between Jainism and Buddhism?
~~ '8 f<j)~oo ">tt?tr '8 ~~~ ~ ~ ?

6. What were the main tenets of Ashoka's Dhamma?
~~ ~-I!l~ ~(ff.1~~ ~ ~ ?

GROUP-C / ~-'it

Answer any two questions from the following (word limit 500) IOx2 = 20

Pl~Mm~-~ ~ ~ ~ 0ft'8 ("1"T~~1 a:oo)
7. Discuss the importance of literary sources for understanding the political, economic

and social history of ancient India.
~ ~ ~liSl't-lN><l\, 'Of~ '8 >tl~lf$r<l\ ~ 'OfOi~ ~ >tl~N>J<l\ ~~
~~ 'blt(ft1tb"'lt ~ I

8. How would you explain the decline of the Harappan Civilization?
~m~~~~~<m~<fl~?
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9. Discuss the social, economic and religious background of the rise of protestant
religious movement in ancient India.

~ ~l'!lC\!) ~ m \5ltc""tlil1"'1 ~ '8~ >11~1f®<l', '5f~ I!l<f~m ~
\5l1CG'1tt)~t~<f11

10. Write a short essay on the Mauryan administration.

~ ~ <wf~ ~ I!l~ 'f~~~ .2I<l~~ I

11. Assess the political and cultural importance ofKanishka's rule in ancient India.

~ ~<l~ ~ ~ '!lteiC"'1N5<l', '8 'ft~~ ~~ ~ ~ I

N.B. : Students have to complete submission of their Answer Scripts through E-mail / Whatsapp to
their own respective colleges on the same day / date of examination within I hour ajier end
of exam. University / College authorities will not be held responsible for wrong submission
(at in proper address). Students are strongly advised not to submit multiple copies of the
same answer script.
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